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Abstract
Marble Industry in Egypt -Reality & Ptrospect : With application on
“Shag-al-Thoban Industrial Area”

Egypt is considered as an inexhaustible store for all kinds of ornamental stones, including marble,
granite, and diorite. Moreover, there are many other stones of historical fame - such as porphyry, breccias
serpentine and alabaster - that are highly demanded at all markets all over the world.

Ornamental stones are considered one of the most important mining sources in Egypt, due to diversity of
sources, kinds, and the huge reserves available. The importance of the ornamental stones industry stems
from the availability of different bases, such as the historical fame, the resistance of deterioration factors
across ages, the distinguished geographical location of Egypt, and its closeness to export markets. Most
importantly, however, is the availability of a distinguished industrial area containing many factories and
workshops for cutting and polishing marble and granite, that is the area of “Shaq-al-Thoban”, which enjoys
high rates of mining production. In fact, Egypt ranked the fifth in the field of ornamental stones, where
modern technologies are available for some factories, which achieve high levels of quality.

In Egypt, large quantities of marble raw materials are available in different kinds and forms
scattered all over vast areas of the Egyptian deserts. The Egyptian marble is famous for its unique beauty
characteristics, which qualifies it to occupy a distinguished rank internationally. As a result, marble industry
in Egypt is considered very important, as it enjoys many positive factors, such as the relatively specialized
labor and the low energy prices. Hence, it is a promising industry as a source of generating higher national
income, and absorbing more labor force in such a vital industry.

The marble industry in Egypt is mainly characterized with the presence of great differences in
the technology adopted by the size of the project, being small, medium, or large. In addition, there is a wide
range of methods adopted to extract marble in Egypt, where some projects depend on traditional methods of
extraction, such as using dynamite, while others use modern technologies in the field of marble extraction.
The same applies to the process of marble processing, where machines and equipments differ from one
establishment to the other, according to the level of technology.

It can be said that there is a great competition, which affects both supply and demand in the marble
industry. In fact, there are price competition, quantity competition, technological completion, and product
differentiation. In general, the higher the quality of the product and the lower the costs of production, the
higher the competitiveness of the marble producers and the greater the products differentiation will be.

To achieve such objectives, there is an urgent need to solve the problems facing the
marbleindustry at the national level in general, and in the area of “Shaq-al-Thoban” in particular. Such
problems relate to the areas of services, health, environment, security, marketing, finance, and corruption
fighting. Of course, this requires the interest of the political leadership as for the marble industry in general,
and the area of “Shag-al-Thoban” in particular - in order to open all the files of the problems faced by all
concerned agencies - to provide infrastructures, conserve environment, enhance competitive capacity to
export, attract more investments, create more job opportunities and reduce unemployment.

Thus, it can be concluded that we are facing a reality that needs to change its main features, by
providing a clear strategy and an integrated map to face the current challenges, in order to enhance a major
source of hard currencies, to achieve economic welfare and sustainable development.
Key word: Marble industry in Egypt. Marble mining in Egypt. The area of “Shaq-al-Thoban”, Egypt.

demand in the marble industry. In fact, there are price competition, quantity competition,
technological completion, and product differentiation. In general, the higher the quality of the product and
the lower the costs of production, the higher the competitiveness of the marble producers and the greater the
products differentiation will be.

To achieve such objectives, there is an urgent need to solve the problems facing the marble industry at
the national level in general, and in the area of “Shaq-al-Thoban” in particular. Such problems relate to the
areas of services, health, environment, security, marketing, finance, and corruption fighting. Of course, this
requires the interest of the political leadership as for the marble industry in general, and the area of “Shaq-
al-Thoban” in particular - in order to open all the files of the problems faced by all concerned agencies - to
provide infrastructures, conserve environment, enhance competitive capacity to export, attract more
investments, create more job opportunities and reduce unemployment.

Thus, it can be concluded that we are facing a reality that needs to change its main features, by
providing a clear strategy and an integrated map to face the current challenges, in order to enhance a major
source of hard currencies, to achieve economic welfare and sustainable development.
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