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ABESTRACT
The Potential Capacity of Egyptian Deserts: between Highly Populated

Valley and Environmental Aridity

As the Egyptian population reached about 92 million people and its consentration on the
valley and the Delta, inhabitant area became the most densely populated area, which
caused the problems of overcrowding, pollution and erosion of limited agricultural land
and urban informal and slum areas. There were a lot of projects, which aimed at
reconstruction of the Egyptian deserts which could contribute in redistributing the
population and reserving the limited agriculture land. This experience ended up between
success and failure, which raises a number of questions the current research trys to
answer, the most important of which are what lessons can be learned from reconstruction
of the Egyptian deserts? Are there other regional or international lessons be learned? In
order to reach a proposed approach to achieve success and solve the problem of erosion
in the delta valley.

The research divded in six chapters dealt with the natural character of the Egyptian
deserts, presented an evaluation of the experience of agricultural development in the
Egyptian deserts, an evaluation of the experiences of urban development in the Egyptian
deserts, a critical view of the development corridor project and what was hoped for its
implementation. At the end, the study proposes a methodology for the development of
desert areas that are more suitable for sustainable human life and activities.

The research concluded that Egypt is rich in its diverse resources and its components of
development, not only agricultural but industrial and service. Egypt has a geographical
location and many natural and human resources. Although the water situation in Egypt is
critical, this shortage can be overcome by a wise usage of available source of water and
sound scientific methods. There is also a need to take advantage of solar energy available
in Western Sahara.

An analysis of the Egyptian experiments in the agricultural development of the Egyptian
desert shows that these projects combine the factors and causes of success, factors and
causes of failure at the same time. Where the availability of the elements of success and
associated with the stability of management and efficiency in the initial stage, in addition
to the instability of the management and permanent change factors and causes of failure
in the later stages.

Although the stated and changing goals of the creation of new cities and communities,
especially the ones built on the desert, are to reduce the population burden from existing
cities, the current situation has proof otherwize. The main reasons for the failure of the
experiment are the delay in the implementation planned programs, lack of
synchronization of the implementation of housing programs and services programs, the
lack of funding among target population groups, and other factors.

Finally, the research proposes an environmental and demographic approach to the
development of Egyptian deserts including land and water, public services, the proposed
features of the urbanization of desert areas, the characteristics of the population of new
urban communities.
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