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Abstract

Development plans, policies and Investment projects have their mutual
relationships- Therefore, their quality depend on each other- with large
volume of investment spending on national projects of desert land
reclamation, these projects are.currently subjects to questioning on the
level of performance and achievement of their planned targets. The
attempt to answer this questioning raises, in turn, other questions about
the institutional frame work, organizational structure and policies under
which these projects are implemented and operated. To identify
appropriate policies to promote their performance or modify their Track
towards the achievement of the intended national targets, problems and
constraints facing these projects have to be investigated deeply.

To answer these questions, The study included Justifications for -
agricultural expansion in desert land due to their correlation with the set
of goals, and implementation & operation policies of these projects. Also,
the study introduced the objectives of selected projects and their main
components. The search in the legislative regulatory frame work and
policies of desert land reclamation and cultivation has been covered by the
study. Then, the study analyzes the management systems and policies of
implementation and operation of projects under study. These projects,
achievements and performance rates has been measured. Problems and
constraints facing these projects have been identified too. Also, the study
addressed lessons learned from past experiences in new land reclamation
and cultivation. In addition, Proposed policies for promotion and
effectiveness of these projects have been introduced.

The conclusion drawn from the study was to determine governorates in
which opportunities should be given for its residents to the displacement
and settlement in these project areas. Priorities for crops to be cultivated
in these areas have been identified too. '

The study also concludes that projects under investigation were based
on the study of technical aspects of land, water and infrastructure of these
projects rather than integrated feasibility studies. This may lead to poor
performance in the implementation with potential deviation from the path
of the planned targets. The weak achievements and low performance rates
of these projects are the outcomes of this investigation. Problems and
constraints responsible for that are identified. Development of these
projects management systems and defining their objectives in line with the
financial, technical and available management capabilities are essential
factors. On the other hand, there is a need to review policies of land
allocation between different groups of investors, pricing of land, and
incentives, as well as the obligations of investors. All of these
recommendations require reviewing and provisions of relevant legislation
if the proposed policies are to be taken into account.
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