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Summary

Despite the importance of competition and its role as one of the components of
competitiveness for countries and different industries, increasing productivity
and stimulating development and innovation, the interest in the rule of fair
competition among all production units operating in the Egyptian market in all
activities has not yet received sufficient attention. The paper clarified the
significant difference between competition policy and competition protection
law, where the first constitutes a broader and comprehensive meaning which
includes all legislative frameworks such as procedures, rules and laws established
by the state to encourage free access to markets. Accordingly, it can be claimed
that awareness of the importance of competition policy in its comprehensive
sense was not crystallized except within the framework of the Egyptian
Constitution issued in April 2014 - despite the issuance of the Competition
Protection Law at an earlier date. The study also showed the absence of a clear
and announced policy for competition in the Egyptian industry. Hence,
competition policy did not appear as one of the mechanisms or axes of industrial
policy throughout the period 2010-2020.

However, the “rebar” industry in particular has witnessed a selective interest on
the part of successive governments in examining the practices carried out by the
companies in this industry and activating the competition protection law in it, in
addition to the state’s desire to increase its investments in this industry in order
not to subject this industry to the control of the private sector. Therefore, the
period in question witnessed the issuance of many new licenses and the expansion
of production capacities, which led to a decline in the concentration index for the
rebar market in the last decade. The paper ends by emphasizing the need for the
state to adopt a clearly defined competition policy in the industrial sector which
ensures the achievement of fair competition among the practitioners of industrial
activity regardless of the nature of the sector and in a manner that does not conflict
with considerations of efficiency, economies of scale, the nature of each industry
and its competitive components.

Keywords: Competition policy - Monopolistic practices - The rebar industry.
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