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Summary

Vegetables are agricultural crops of high economic and nutritional importance.
Although Egypt has many natural, material, and scientific capabilities and long
experience in the production of seeds for various crops, its local production of seeds for
vegetable crops covers only 2% of its annual needs. Hence, Egypt imports 98% of its
needs of vegetable seeds- a situation which entails serious economic, social, and
environmental risks.

The deepening of vegetable seed production locally faces many marketing, structural,
organizational, and procedural obstacles, including the absence and/or weakness of the
efficiency of many legislations, the long time required to register new varieties, and the
difficulty of competing with the giant global vegetable seed corporations which possess
the financial, procedural, technical, and scientific requirements for this industry; the
genetic extinction and the lack of genetic diversity of seeds of local varieties of
vegetables; and absence of transparency and governance during the stages of production
and marketing of seeds locally.

Egypt has many opportunities to produce vegetable seeds locally. In 2019 a National
Vegetable Seed Production Program was launched. The program aims to develop local
varieties and hybrids of vegetable seeds to replace their imported counterparts. In
addition, Egypt joined the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of
Plants (UPOYV), and the Parliament is expected to issue a biosafety law that will allow
the use of modern biotechnology, which is one of the mechanisms for producing hybrid
strains with high productivity and resistance to pests, diseases, and unfavorable
environmental conditions.

The paper proposed a set of mechanisms, procedures, and policies in order to deepen
local vegetable production, including:

- A clear vision and action plan based on sound scientific foundations, foremost of which
is the existence of a financial and economic feasibility study for the project to deepen
local vegetable production.

- The existence of the basic elements necessary to start and stabilize the process of
crossbreeding locally, including the possession of germplasm, access to modern

technologies for the generation of seeds; the presence of infrastructure facilities that



keep pace with global developments; the availability of adequate and appropriate
funding to conduct research and development activities; and the availability of trained,
qualified, and professional human resources in the field of crossbreeding and seed
multiplication.

- Establishing a set of appropriate policies, mechanisms, and procedures that would
activate the role of the Seed Board in drawing production policies; amending the
current unified law of agriculture, reducing the time required for registering new
vegetable seed hybrid varieties; facilitating procedures for land registration for foreign
companies working in the field of seed production and protect their rights; providing
the necessary support, facilities and incentives to Egypt’s private sector; building an
electronic network of data and information for the seed industry; enhancing governance
and transparency in the process of local production of seeds; and establishing an

effective mechanism for monitoring and evaluating this activity.

Keywords: Vegetable seed production- Deepening obstacles-Deepening Policies.
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