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Requirements for Enhancing System of National
Accounts in Egypt

Abstract

This study reviewed the evolution of sytems of national accounts
(SNA) developed by United Nations leading to SNA 2008. Characteristics of
national accounts in Egypt were analyzed in purpose of assessing its system.
UN Statistics Division provides guidelines and frameworks for self
assessment of national accounts and for the implementation of SNA 2008.
The study made use of the proposed frameworks.

Results of the assessment show that Egypt is commited to
international standards in compiling national accounts in terms of definitions
and compiling methods. However national accounts suffer from some
problems that affect its quality. The main problem lies in inputs of statistics,
in terms of the scope of coverage, price indices and inadequacy of some
statistics for the purpose of compiling national accounts. The other problem
relates to the flow of data in details and in timely manner between statistics
units and units responsible for compiling national accounts.

The study used the strategy proposed by UN for the development of a
programme for the implementation of the 2008 SNA and supporting
statistics, to identify actions required to improve national accounts in Egypt.
Results show the importance of resolving the actual duality in compiling
national accounts in Ministry of Planning and Central Agency for Public
Mobilization and Statistics. They also reveal the importance of improving
the statistical infrastructure towards more surveys and censuses to expand
the coverage of national accounts. There is also a need for providing
business registers, improving estimates of household consumption, updating
weights of price indices and constructing index numbers for exports and
imports, and using Supply and Use tables to check data sources and to revise
estimates of Gross Domestic Product and its expenditure components.

The study highlights the necessity of implementing strategic planning,
and making use of available frameworks proposed by UN Statistics
Division, both for the assessment of national accounts and for the design of a
strategy of its reform in a comprehensive fashion. Commitment of high level
political authority is a precondition to ensure the implementation of the
reform strategy and its sustainability.
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