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TRENDS AND DETERMINANTS OF DEMAND FOR FERTILITY,
EGYPT, 1988 - 2005

STUDY ABSTRACT

The study seeks to identify the trends and determinants of the
demand for fertility as well as the demand for fertility control. It based
on the DHS series conducted in Egypt during 1988 — 2005 and used such
methodologies as descriptive and analytical analyses as appropriate. The
study adopted the economic theory of fertility that considers fertility
level is a function of such factors as the demand for children and the
supply of children. The balancing between these two aspects creates the
motive for fertility control which is being facilitated by the amount of
economic and social costs. On addressing the demand for children, the
study used such indicators as desired number of children, desire for
additional children and wanted and unwanted fertility.

For demand for fertility control, the study used such indicators as
the met need, the unmet need, and the potential need.

The study showed that the desired number of children remained
constant at 2.9 child/woman during the concerned period (1988 — 2005).
A significant portion of women aged 30-34 and over, still desire for
more children which are likely to be exposed to high risk pregnancies
that are associated with high maternal and child mortality. It also showed
that about one third of the live births during the five years preceding the
1992 DHS were mistimed or unwanted births. However, this ratio
decreased to 19% as shown in the 2005 DHS.

The study showed that the met need for family planning took
ascending trends during 1998 — 2005 and increased by about 21 percent
units. The percentage of unmet need showed a reversing trend and
decreased to about 9%. The disconnection rate during the first 12 months
of the method use amounts to about 30%. The main reason for that seems
to be side effects and method failure which may reflect the poor quality
of the provided services.
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