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Abstract

Egypt’s has limited fossil fuels and a wide availability of renewable energy-
Therefore, the tendency towards renewable resources use is one of development plans
strategy objectives. Rural sector has great potentialities to contribute to this objective.
In despite of that, rural initiatives, in this concern, seems to be limited and slow, This,
in turn, raises questioning on reasons for that. Other questions about policies and
tools to promote production and use of renewable energy in rural area may be
raised too.

Concluded reasons for limited and slow initiatives are : (1) Building and
development the organizational and institutional frame on steps and within a long
period of time, (2) Egypt is not the founder of this technology and depends on
importing the needed equipments and has to qualify the required Technicists, (3)
The poor performance of energy authority in technology adaptation and Promotion,
(4) The highly capital cost of solar energy system, (5) Shortage and lack of local
industries in the area of solar use in food preparing and cooking, (6) Targets of
renewable energy use and related policies as well as tools are marginal or missed in
strategy and development plans of rural sector, (7) poor information and promotion
of renewable energy uses and benefits among rural population, (8) The weak
competitiveness of renewable energy with the traditional fuel sources due to received
subsidies.

Recommendations for promotion of renewable energy in rural sector are :
(1) Reform of electricity and fuel subsidy system, (2) Development of solar energy
system value chain components, (3) Local manufacturing of solar energy system
components and technology adaptation to local conditions, (4) Development and
activating varies sources of information for wide spreeding of renewable energy
uses and benefits among rural people, (5) preparing and implementing educational and
training programs on renewable energy for rural people, (6) At the case of reforming
subsidy system of fuel and electricity, a proper credit policy for financing renewable
energy activities may be required, (7) planning and implementing program of
research and development (R & D), in the areas of renewable energy in rural sector (8)
planning and implementing pilot project for manufacturing and distribution solar
stoves and cookers on some of rural families A road map for enhancing this
technology in rural areas can be build on the basis of this project outcomes , (9)
Development and modification of the current strategy in complementary and parallel
one, in targets policies and tools.
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